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PRAISE THE LORD – A GREAT MASS 
CELEBRATION AT ST. BONIFACE CHURCH  

 APRIL 18, 2010 
 PRESIDED BY  

HIS EMINENCE GAUDENCIO CARDINAL ROSALES, 
DD. 

 

 
L to R: Fr. Kirk Ullery, Interim Pastor, Saint Boniface Church; Cardinal Rosales, 
Fr. Fred Bitanga, St. Monica Church.  
 
April 18, 2010 – at long last, the much awaited 150th anniversary Mass celebration 

with Cardinal Rosales culminated successfully with more than  
300 faithful attending! 

 
Part of the Cardinal’s homily, he mentioned the presence of Filipinos all over the 

world. Accordingly, 10 million Filipinos or about 10% of the Philippines' population 
has migrated to other countries. Cardinal Rosales believes that Filipinos are 

scattered all over the world for a reason other than looking for greener economic 
pastures. His Eminence mentioned the Irish immigrants of America, who left their 
homeland because of famine in Europe. God had a plan when the Irish people were 

crossing the mighty oceans looking for a better life. God's plan had materialized 
when these Irish immigrants brought their Christian faith to America thereby 
invigorating the Church anew. The Filipinos of today bring their faith 

wherever they are, invigorating the Church just like today's celebration. 
 

As early as 3:00 pm, people were already waiting outside for the Vietnamese mass to 
finish so they can get inside. Fortunately, our senior citizens and special guests from 

the Philippine Consulate came early and were able to get seats: Mrs. Teresita 
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Paynor, wife of Consul Paynor, Consul & Career Minister, Alfonso Ver, Cultural 
Officer, Erlinda Sesante and Administrative Staff, Benedict and family.  

The Church was almost filled to its capacity.  
A few people opted to just stand in the entrance door. 

 

 
Rowena Lawson, the President, in red Filipiniana dress. 

At the back: Mrs. Teresita Paynor. The lady in red, trying to run from  my camera 
range is Rowena Nangca, wife of Frederick, the Vice President. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Acolytes, with Fr. Jun Pilande, of St. John the Evangelist Church. 
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The Filipino community from the different Catholic Churches in San Francisco 
came to celebrate with St. Boniface’s parishioners. Fr. Jun Pilande brought the 

acolytes of St. John the Evangelist Church.  Fr. Jun worked very hard to make the 
mass celebration a success.  Pastor Ed Dura of St. Patrick Church personally invited 

his parishioners to join in the celebration.  Other co-celebrants were Fr. Kirk 
Ullery, Interim Pastor of St. Boniface Church, Msgr. Fred Bitanga of Sta. Monica 
Church, Fr. Raymund Reyes, Pastor of St. Anne of the Sunset,  Fr. Marvin Felipe, 

Parochial Vicar and Fr. Frank Bagadiong, both from St. Anne of the Sunset and Fr. 
Virgilio Bartolome, SVD. 

 
St. Patrick’s choral group graciously accepted our invitation to join St. Boniface’s 
choir for this joyous occasion. The Filipino tradition of “bayanihan” (helping out) 

was evident during the mass celebration.  Read the article of Frederick Nangca 
about the choir. 

 
Eli Jardeleza, Jr., in charged of collections, offering and orderly communion, 

breathed happily after the mass. With the help of volunteers, everything went well. 
Volunteers were Eva Pirring and children John, James, & Kimberly; Kelvin 

Jardeleza, Filipina Palo and son Marvin; Nikko, Precious and Paulo Listana, and 
Janet Amio. Assigned security escorts for the Cardinal were Arnel Carandang, past 

president; Gina Estrada, Ben Fulgencio and Lito Pantig. 
 

 
At the back of the Cardinal are security escorts: Arnel Carandang and Ben 

Fulgencio. At the right is Gina Estrada. 
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Also, one of the highlights of the mass celebration was the unveiling of the statue of 
Saint Boniface, a gift of the Filipino Community of Saint Boniface to the church. 

 
The covered statue of St. Boniface before the unveiling  Paul, staff of  

Saint Boniface, did a beautiful job covering of the statue.  
 

                   
 

 

 
The beautiful 150 decoration was made of fresh red flowers, 

a personal project of Rowena Lawson. 
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This beautiful 150th Anniversary logo was designed by artist Jim Baun of Friends of 

Saint Boniface website. It was made of tarpaulin cloth, ordered by Rowena, from 
Ink Plaza, Manila, Philippines. 

 
 

 
The ladies gathered around the image. Standing, L to R: Rose Nangca, Gloria 
Correa, Cip Warbington & Tina Dumagsa. The one in front, Paz Jardeleza. 
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In the front: L to R: Daisy Galicia, Kyla Nangca & Cristina Dumagsa 
Standing L to R: Rose Nangca, Gloria Correa, Cip Warbington. 

 
After mass, refreshments were served in the reception hall of the Church’s theater. 
We had anticipated a large crowd to join us, thus, we had prepared five hundred 
slices of sandwiches made of ham, roast beef, chicken and tuna. We added eight 

hundred pieces of puto/kutsinta a Filipino delicacy made of sweet rice, 450 pieces of 
fried chicken wings, trays of different fruits, hundreds of bottled water & juices and 

boxes of chips. We were confident everybody got a fair share of the food. A 
presidential table was prepared for the clergy and two tables for people to get food. 
Everyone seemed to be hungry, which was understandable after spending almost 

two hours of the mass celebration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The  committee members who worked hard starting from mopping the floors, cleaning the 
bathrooms, collecting garbage, decorating the Church, buying goods, etc. Sitting: L to R: Eli 

Jardeleza, Jr, Rose Nangca, Cip Warbington, Tina Dumagsa, Zeny Bunagan. Standing:  
L-R: Rowena Lawson, Imay Samparado; Daisy Galicia, Noemi Digma,  Gloria Correa, Celia and 

Doy Galicia. 
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After dining, everybody was allowed for almost an hour to have pictures taken with 
the Cardinal. 

 
  
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R to L: Cardinal Rosales, Fr. Frank Bagadiong and Fr. Virgilio  Bartolome 
Standing R – L: Vangie Riformo, Eva Pirring, guest, Fina Palo,  Eli Jardeleza 

and Arnel Carandang. 
     
                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sitting: L to R: Fr. Kirk Ullery, Cardinal Rosales, Fr.  Bagadiong & Fr. Bart. 
Standing: from L to R:guests; those wearing white Filipino dresses: Gloria Correa, 

Zeny Bunagan, Rose Nangca, Fe Carbral and Paz Jardeleza. 
 


